Elements of Health System Finance

Course overview: The course introduces the elements of health system
finance: fund raising, allocation, paying medical personnel, reimbursing
clinics and hospitals, and the public-private mix in each. Subsequently, the
course reviews the policy options available under each element, and goes
into how these options can potentially affect the multiple goals of the
healthcare system. These goals concern improved health, equity, cost
containment, efficient production of care, and client satisfaction. The
conceptual discussion is complemented with relevant experiences.

Course Faculty: Dov Chernichovsky is a professor of health economics
and policy in the Department of Health Systems Management at Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev, Israel. He is the health system adviser to the Israeli
Parliament, heads the Health Team at the Taub Centre for Social Policy
Studies in Israel, and is a Research Associate with the National Bureau of
Economic Research (NBER). He was staff of the World Bank, and has

consulted for this and other organizations.

Abdo Yazbeck is a Lead Health Economist at the World Bank and the
Health and AIDS Program Leader for the World Bank Institute. His research
focus includes Health and Poverty, Health Finance, and health outcomes
research. He has worked extensively in South Asia, the Middle East, Sub-
Saharan Africa, and the Former Soviet Union. Prior to joining the World
Bank he taught Economics at Rice University and Texas A&M University.

Learning Objectives: The course aims to advance the policy-making and
program design skills of the delegates by helping them to understand and
articulate the concept of health system finance, deal systematically and
consistently with the relevant policy and options, and share experiences
while using common concepts and terminology.

Expected Audience: The course is designed for healthcare policy- and
management-oriented delegates of varied backgrounds.



